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It has been a full and at times furious year at 

Brookdale Orchard, but weôve kept in step and 

hope that you will enjoy the stories inside to catch 

up on all the good news:  After sprucing up the 

grounds we kicked off spring with our first Easter 

Egg Hunt for church and neighboring children, 

planted a new cherry and berry garden and began 

a new partnership for another.  Summer was 

packed  with a six-week program for area youth 

and hosting eight mission teams from six states.  

We saw our first peaches and our pear produce 

doubled this year and we had a little help with har-

vesting and canning our pear salsa!   After read-

ing through our pages here, visit our website for 

more photo reflections from our amazing season! 
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The Audacity of One 
 

ñA pack of hyenas surrounded a lone lioness.  

When the cackling beasts attacked, the lioness fought back.  

Biting, clawing, growling, and roaring in a desperate  

attempt to ward off her enemies. She finally fell.   

As the clan engulfed her, another lioness came  

to the rescue with three helpers only seconds behind her.  

Though outnumbered the big cats fought off the hyenas  

until they scattered. The lionesses stood together,  

scanning the horizon as if expecting another attack.ò 

Xochitl Dixon, ñReady to Prayò 

Our Daily Bread 09/03/25 
 

Taking my lead from a well-known phrase coined by my honor-
ary Smith alumna-mate, the remarkable Rachel, ñput a pin in 
that!ò  Iôll come back to Xochitl Dixonôs emotional description 
of a queen of the jungle under attack. 
 

On World Rhino Day this past September 22, the Cleveland 
Metropolitan Zoo announced the rare birth of an Eastern Black 
Rhino male and engaged the public to participate in naming the 

newborn calf.  My life flashed back 
fast thirty-four years when serving as 
curator of education at the Dallas Zoo 
and joining my colleagues to welcome 
and walk with one of the greatest rhino 
conservation activists of all time,   
Michael Sampson Werikhe. 
 

Already a decade into his walk to raise awareness and funds 
on four continents, thirty-five years old Werikhe was celebrat-
ed worldwide as the ñRhino Manò when he arrived in Dallas  
on May 18, 1991.           
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 When the daffodils and the ñdeer 
in the hoodò show up, we know 
that the winter break is over and 
itôs time to get out the tools and 
get busy in the orchard.  So here 
comes the ñFaithful (sometimes 
frozen) Few!ò  Affectionately 
known as the óDaughters of the 
Kingô and óSons of Thunderô,  
they are the heartbeat of 
Brookdale Orchard.  Our volun-
teer DOKs, our weekly gardening 
club, and the SOTs, our paid part-
time crew are responsible for the 
planting, and year-round upkeep 
of the grounds and facilitate our 
programs and events. 
 

This year, in addition to routine 
activities, we planted a new cherry 
tree and berry bush grove and held 
our first Easter Egg Hunt for  
children from our church and 
community.  It was a blast!   

The SOTs hid the candy-
filled plastic eggs and 
assembled baskets com-
plete with Peeps, puzzles 
and a seedling grow plant 
for beginners.   
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